[image: image1.jpg]



EASTERN PARTNERSHIP PANEL ON ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE CHANGE

Event on nature protection and biodiversity
2nd to 5th June 2015

D R A F T     A G E N D A
Day 1

Seminar on biodiversity and nature protection
2 June 2015 (Tuesday), Brussels, Hotel Pullman Brussels Midi, Place Victor Horta 1
8:30-9:15 – registration of participants

9:15-9:30 – welcoming words (DG ENV, DG NEAR, EEAS) (names tbc)
9:30-10:00 – The EU Biodiversity Strategy and EU objectives under the Convention on Biological Diversity – presentation by Karin Zaunberger, DG ENV 
10:00-10:30 – Habitats Directive, including nature impact assessment, and Birds Directive – cornerstones of nature protection in the EU – presentation by Fotios Papoulias, DG ENV
10:30-10:45 – Invasive Alien Species Regulation – presentation by Myriam Dumortier, DG ENV
10:45-11:15 – The Emerald Network under the Bern Convention – legal framework, correlation with the EU Nature Directives and current practical implementation in the EaP through the EU/Council of Europe project – presentation by Iva Obretenova, Secretariat of the Bern Convention
11:15-11:45 – coffee break

11:45-13:15 – state of play of nature protection in the EaP partner countries – interventions by the EaP countries, 10 minutes each + discussion
13:15-15:00 – lunch
15:00-15:30 – views on nature protection and biodiversity from environmental NGOs: Birdlife Europe (Brecht Verhelst), Friends of the Earth Europe (Robbie Blake), European Environmental Bureau (Leida Rijnhout)
15:30-16:00 – LIFE projects – aims, possibilities, achievements, best examples – presentation by Anne Burrill, DG ENV
16:00-16:30 – presentation of LIFE Elia project by Gérard Jadoul and Simon de Voghel (LIFE Elia)
16:30-17:30 – challenges in providing for a comprehensive and effective nature protection in the EaP countries; best assistance from the EU (for instance, in implementing Association Agreement provisions on nature protection for Georgia, the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine, or other desired forms of assistance) – interventions from the 6 EaP partner countries, 5-10 minutes each + discussion

17:30 – 17:45 – nature protection: role of civil society; possible role of Regional Environmental Centres – intervention from REC-Caucasus and REC-Moldova
17:45-18:00 – closing remarks, end of seminar

Day 2

Study Visit
3 June 2015 (Wednesday), Kalmthout
9:45-10:00 – the participants gather at the reception of Hotel Pullman in Brussels

10:00 – departure from the hotel by bus to the nature protection site at Kalmthout (~20 km north-east of Antwerp)

Between 11:30 and 12:00 – arrival at Kalmthout

Around 12:00 – 13:00 – welcoming words in the visitors' centre; presentation of the site and the project, coffee

13:00 – 15:00 – a guided visit of the site by foot

15:00 – 16:30 – lunch in a restaurant nearby (venue tbc)

16:30 – Departure from Kalmthout to Brussels

Around 18:00 – arrival at the hotel

Day 3 & 4

Green Week
4-5 June 2015 (Thursday - Friday), Brussels, The Egg, Rue Bara 175
Programme of the Green Week available at:

http://www.greenweek2015.eu/
W E L C O M E !!!

